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PRroOv. ij. 6. 


In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and 
He ſhall dirett thy paths. 


ſha God has given the Dominion of 
this lower World co Man; tho' He 
has endued him with a competent Un- 
derſtanding for the wiſe and proper Managery 
of this Power and Truſt, that every individual 
Perſon may be happy ; yet this Dominion is not 
Abſolute, but in ConjunCction with, and Sub- 
ordination to the Donor. He has not made us 
Independent, but our Grant is limited, | and the 
Government of our Reaſon, and our Intire Sub- 
miſſion to His moſt perfect Counſels, are re- 
ſerv'd to Himlſelt. 

Indeed, our Nature is fo framed that we 
cannot ſtand alone, that we cannot be Happy 
any other way, but under the Guidance and Di- 
rection of our Maker. For tho' we know a 
great many things, and might know many more 
it we attended to them ; yer our Reaſon is im- 
perfect at the beſt ; not accurate enough ro com- 
pare exactly one thing with another, that we 
may be ſure to chuſe what is really our Good, 
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nor piercing deep enough into the EffeRts of 
Caules, that we may prevent thoſe evil Acct- 
dents which wou'd deſtroy our Happineſs. 

And therefore, it we Separate our ſelves from 
our Principle, and lean to our own Underſtan- 
ding, we deflect out of the way of our Nature, 
and ſoon ſhall find our felves in dangerous and 
untrodden Ways: our Ends will be abſurd, our 
Meaſures incompetent, and the Event of things 
will be fatal to us. But if we adhere to God, if 
we depend upon His Wiſdom, and truſt in His 
Power, He will not fail to proſper our Defgns. 
For ſo ſays the wiſeſt of Men in my Text, In all 
thy Ways acknowledge Him, and He ſhall dire 
thy Paths. 

This Book of Proverbs is a perfe&t Syſtem of 
Moral and Divine Philoſophy, and propoſes fo 
compleat, ſo exa@ a Rule of Praftice to us, which 
can never fail, if we carefully obſerve it, to 
make us Wiſe and Happy. 

This Third Chapter, of which my Text is a 
part, inſiſts in ſpecial manner, upon that prin- 
cipal part of Wiſdom and Policy, the Refig- 
nation of our ſelves to God ; or an intire Sub- 
miſſion of our Opinions, Deſires, and Actions, 
to His moſt Wiſe Direction. That we Judge 
of Good and Evil by thoſe Accounts which 
He has given of it ; That we Believe what 
He 
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He Reveals; That we confide intirely in His 
Word and Promiſes, and Do and Suffer cheer- 
fully whatſoever He requires. My Sor, forget 
not thin my Law, but let thine Heart keep My 
Commandments, v. 1. Lean not to thine own Vn- 
derflanding, and be not wiſe in thine own Conceit ; 
but Fear the Lord, and Truſt in Him with all 
thine Heart, at the 7th. Verle. Defpiſe not His 
Chaſtnings, for whom He Loves He correfis ; And 
Happy is he who finds this Wiſdom, at the 13th. 
Verle. 

Now my Text reſolves theſe ſeveral Parti- 
culars, and all other Duties of the Kind, into 
this one ſtanding Rule or Precept, In all thy 
ways acknowledge Him, and He ſhall dire&# thy 
Paths. 

Which Words conſiſt of theſe two General 
Parts. : 


I. The Firſt is an Exhortation or a Duty en- 
joyn'd, In all thy Ways acknowledge Him. 


II. The Second is the Motive or Encourage- 
ment to the Practice of it, And He ſhall direc, 
thy Paths. 


1, T begin with the Firſt of theſe, the Dyty 
enjoyn'd, In all thy Ways acknowledge Him. And, 


1. Firſt, 
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r. Firſt, I ſhall explain the Nature of the 
Duty, or what it is, and when a Man iay be 
faid, in his Ways to Acknowledge God. And, - 

2. Secondly, I ſhall conſider the Extent and 
Latitude of the Duty, or the manner how it is 
to be performed, not partially, not only in ſome 
Particulars, but in Al/ our Ways. 

In all thy Ways acknowledge Him. 

1. I begin with the Firſt of theſe, and ſhall 
endeavour to explain the Nature of the Duty, 
or what it is, and whena Man may be ſaid, ir 
His Ways to Acknowledge God. 

It is very uſual, in the Holy Scriptures, by the 
Metaphor of our Ways, and our Paths, to expreſs 
the Defigns,the Aime,and Intentions of our Mind, 
together with our Actions conſequent upon them, 
or our Proſecution of them in the Courſe of our 
Lives; and thus I ſhall underſtand it in my Text, 
as well with Reſpect tothe Inward, Previous Mo- 
tions of our Souls, and to our Viſible and Exter- 
nal Ations. For the outward Act has ſuch an 
Inſeparable Connection with. the Principle, or 
Cauſe thereof, that it is impoſlible to give a Rule 
for the Regulation of the one, which ſhall not 
oblige us alſo in Reſpe& of the other. And the 
Metaphor it ſelf, is as natural and eafte, when 
applied to the Motions of our Mind, as when 


it is limited to the Scope and Tendency of our 
outward 
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outward Actions. And, in Fa, it is uſed in- 
differently in the Holy Scriptures with Reſpect 
ro both, or either, of them. Thy Way is inthe 
Sea, ſays the Plalmiſt, ſpeaking of God Himſelf; 
Thy Paths are in the great Waters, and Thy Foot- yp, ,,,, 
ſteps ere not known, That is, Thy Secret Countels, 
and Thine External Diſpenſations, are both of 
them Inſcrutable. And St. Paul cries out in an . 
Holy Rapture, Thy Judgments and Thy Ways 
(which are join'd together) are paſt our find- gon, is, 
ing out ; And who has known the Mind of the 33 
Lord? 

Thus alſo in Reſpe& of the Actions and De- 
ſigns of Men ; Thou underftandeſt my thoughts 
afar off, ſays the Pſalmiſt, Thou compaſſeſt my 
Path, and my lying down, and art acquainted with Pa 139. 
all my Ways ; that is, with all the Motions both © 
of my Soul and Body. 

If my Steps, ſays Holy Job, have turned out 
of the Way, or if mine Heart has walked after mine þ. 

yes, &c. where the Motions of his Mind, as job 31.7 

well as thoſe of his Body, are expreſs'd by his 
Steps and his Walk. . 

And this is enough to ſhow, that by our Paths, 
and our Ways, in my Text, we may fairly under- 
ſtand our whole Capacity of Judging, Deſigning, 
Reſolving, and Atting. 


In 
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In all thy Ways,- that is, in all the Deliberations 
of thy Mind, in all thy Conſultations, Ends, 
and Actions, 

Acknowledge God. | 

Tr2/7: 2:/%y, Recognize and Own'Him; Re- 
member, and refle& upon thy Relation to Him, 
that He 1s thy God and thy Creator, that thou 
; art of Right, and of Neceſſity His SubjeR, that 

chou aceſt merely by His Commiſſton, and by 

that Power which He has given thee. © Acknow- 

| ledge Him to be thy Lord, thy Governour and 

| Judge, that Fe is always prelent with thee, and 

chat thou can'ſt hide nothing from Him, Set 

Him, thus, in all thy ways, before thy face, as the 

15-5 Pfalmiſt phraſes it. This 1s the literal Conſtru- 
Gion of the word Acknowledge Him. 

But the Duty, in the Practice of it, extends 
a great deal farther. For 'it is' not only an Ac- 
knowledgment of the Mind that 1s here required, 
but alſo all ſuch proper Ads, as ſuch an Acknow- 
ledament, if it be ſincere, will direc and prompt 
us tO. | 

The Fifth and the Seventh Verſes, which with 
my Text, make one intire and perfect Period, 
give us a ſufficient Light both into the Senſe of 
the Terms, and. the. Nature of the Duty. Lear 
not to thine own Underſtanding, V. 5. and, Be not 


Wife in thine own conceit, at the 7th. Verſe, But, 
in 
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in all thy Ways acknowledge Him, as in my Text; 
which is the ſame as if He had (aid, Follow not 
the Bent and Inclination of thine own corrupt 
and ſenſual Will; Be not fo fooliſh as to be- 
lieve that thou canſt ſtand alone ; T hat by the 
Strength of thy natural Underſtanding thou 
canſt make thy felt happy; That thou canſt 
torm ſuch Ends to thy telf, as arc every way 
moſt proper for thee, and chalk out the Beſt and 
apteſt Means whereby thou may it 2ccomplith 
them, Lean not to thine own Underſtanding : 
Whar then ſhould I do * Why, 7 ail thy Ways 
acknowledge God, take His Advice and Dire- 
tion with thee ; be Over-rul'd and Govern'd by 
Him. 

It is not then a diſtinct and ſimp'e Duty by 
it ſelf, or that at certain times, in a folemn 
manner we recognize the Being, and the Artri- 
butes of God; Bur in all our Thoughts, De- 
{1gns, and Adtions, we are commanded to ac- 
knowledge Him. Ir is a Duty that is to mingle 
It felt with all the ſeveral Motions of our Soul 
and Body. Ir does not terminate in our Mind 
or Tongue, but obliges us to all ſuch proper 
Acts, as naturally flow from ſuch a Recognicion 
of Him. Is God our Sovereign Lord and King ? 
Are we of right His Subjects ? Do we a& by His 
_ Permiſſion ? Is He conſcious of every Motion 
B that 
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that we make? And do we acknowledge this ? 
Why,then we are obliged by our own'Confeſſion, 
as well as by the Reaſon of the thing, to ſubmit 
our fc]vcs zntirely to Him ; to luſpend our Judg- 
ment, reſtrain eur Aﬀections, and forbear the 
Proſecution of our Deſign, til] we are firſt ac- 
quainted with the Senſe, and Pleaſure of God 
in the Caſe before us; til we have prayed to 
Him for His Afliſtance, and ſubmitted the Event 
of all to His Wiſdom and Providence. This 1s, 
in our Ways, to acknowledge God. 

For as all theſe ſeveral AQs are fairly implied 
in the Word it felf, as it has been now ex- 
plain'd, fo there is nothing more uſual in Scri- 
pture, than to mention only Ore, and that per- 
haps the loweſt AR of a general Duty, when 
all the reſt, that rationally flow from that that 
15 exprels'd, are implied and underſtood. God 
fo lowed the World, fays our Saviour, That He 
gave His only begotten Son into the World, that who- 


foewer Believeth in Him, ſhould not periſh, but bave 


Everlaſting Life; but it muſt be in ConjunGion 
with ſuch a ſuitable Converſation, as ſuch a Be- 
lief will prompt us to. becauſe the Dewils Be- 
lieve, bur yer they ſhall never be ſaved. And, 
can Faith ſave ye ? ſays St. James, That is, it 
cannot fave ye, if it be alone. And again, with 
the Mouth Confeſſzon is made unto — 
ays 
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ſays St. Paul ; but ic implics ſuch a ſuitable Life 
as will follow ſuch a Confeſſzon, if it be ſincere: 
For, not every one that ſaith unto me Lord, Lord, 
ſiys our Saviour, nor every one that owns me 
or is called by my Name, ſþal! enter into the 
Kingdom of Heaven, but he that does the Will of 
my Father, &c. Thus here in my Text, in all 
thy Ways acknowledge Him, the At of Confeſſzon 
only is mentioned, when all ſuch other A&s as 
ſuch a Recognition prompt us to, are implied 
and underſtood. He judged the Cauſe of the poor 
and needy, and then it was well with Him, was |... 
not this, and nothing elſe without this, to know 
me ſaith the Lord © 
Wherefore then, to Acknowledge God in the 
Senſe of my Text, 1s to Confels and Own Him, 
according to all thoſe ſeveral Accounts, and Ma- 
nifcſtations of Himielt, that he has given us; 
that He 1s our Sovereign Lord and King ; that 
we are intirely ſubze& tro Him ; that He has gi- 
ven us a Law, and that we ought to: obey 'it ; 
that He knows our Thoughts, that He (ces our 
Deſigns, and will reward and puniſh us accor- 
ding to our Works: And that therefore we 
revere Him awetully, and ſubmit our ſelves and 
our Deſigns intirely co His Will ; that we 
make Him always preſent to us, and never ven- 
ture to embrace a Propoſition, refolve upon an 
B 2 End, 
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End or do any conſiderable Action, till we have 
fiſt compared it with the Rule that He has given 
us; and it we find 1t 1s againſt us, that we then 
reze& it with all che Chearfulneſs in the World, 
though never fo dear, or never ſo advantageous 
fo us In Appearance ; if we find it is with us, 
2nd that we may fafely proſecute our Purpole, 
that we then P! -occed with Confidence, implo- 
ring firſt His Blefling, and ſubmitting the Event 
ot all to His good W 11] and Pleaſure. This 1s 
the Senſe of the Words, and the Nature of the 
Duty., In thy Ways Acknowledge God. 

2. I proceed in the Second Place to conſider 
the Extent, the Scope and Latitude of the Duty, 
not only in ſome Particulars, but zz All thy Ways 
Acknowledge Him. 

[r is a Duty, indeed, that is not capable - 
Limitation, for unleſs our Reſignation ſhall b 
Univerſal, it cannot be fincere. An mire 
Reſervation of our own Self-will, in any Inſtance, 
*deſtroys our Principle iatirely. For if we were 
in Earneft; if we Acknowledg 'd God in Truth; 
if we believed our Relation to Him, and had 
made His Will the Supreme and leading Prin- 
ciple of our Actions, as the Duty requires, we 
could not preſume, in any inſtance, to proceed 
without Him.. Becauſe the Principle, where- 
ever it is True, muſt needs have the {ame efte& 

and 
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and force upon us in one thing, as it has in ano- 
ther. No Accidents or Occurrences, no Cir- 
cumſtances whatſoever, can either alter the caſe, 
or Releaſe us from our Obligation. And there- 
fore to pretend to Acknowledge God, unleſs we 
are intirely Reſign'd to His Wi'l, or lo long as 
we have any Reſerves, 1s either Self deceit, or 
grols Hypocriſte. The Univerſality of our Sub- 
miſſion, is the only Teſt of our Sincerity. For 
it we pick and chuſe our Duties, and reje& 
what we pleaſe, we do not take our Rule from 


God, but have framed it our ſelves, by our own 


Corrupt and Private Inclinations. 
But let us not deceive our ſelves, there is no 


halting between both. Te cannot ſerve God and 
Mammon, ſays our Saviour ; and, He that offends © 


in one Point, ſays St. James, in the Senſe before 
Us, 7s Guilty of all. No ! we cannot be ſaid to 
acknowledge Him at all, unleſs we ſubmit to 
His Direction,as well in thoſe particulars, wherein 
our Temper and our preſent Inclinations, arc 
more averſe and contrary to His Will, as in 
thoſe, where they are more conſenting and 


agreeing with it. The very Lite, and Spirit of 


the Duty is Self-denial, and eſpecially in thoſe 
particulars where our Wills are moſt perverſe, 
and the Byaſs of our miſtaken Intereſt and Plea- 


{ure are the ſtrongeſt, 
Thus 


St. fam, 2. 
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*.chrſot., Thus Abnega prorſus, is our Saviour's account 
pon St. So 
Mr. 15, of the Duty, Deny thy felt zntirely, even to the 
has Hatred of thine own Soul ; or as St. Paul exprelles 
2.23, It, that we Reſign the ©:>{walz © mi; the 
Luk. 14 things that we love and approve of : Hazds and 
Sr Mar, 18 Eyes, Lands, Houſes and Relations; that we (ub- 
'”” mit all theſe, and whatſoever elle ſhall ſtand 
in the way of our Duty, tho we our ſclves are 
Col. 1-21. *EH2% Th $12r:/2, Enemies at the preſent in our 
Minds. 

This then 1s the Sum of the Duty, in the full 
Extent and Latitude thereof, In all thy Ways ac- 
knowledge God, in every Motion of thy Mind, 
in every Defign you undertake, and in ever 
action that you do, let the Will of God be the 
Ruleand Meaſure of your Proceedings. Move 
not without conſulting Him, do nothing with- 
our His concurrence, Pray continually for His 
alliance, and chearfully ſubmit to ſuch an Event 
of things as He ſhall bring to paſs. Thus much 
tor the Duty. 

2. I proceed, in the Second place, to confider 
the Encouragement, or the Motive that is oftercd 
to the Practice of it, wiz. That if in all our Ways 
we acknowledge Him, He then will dire& our 
Paths. 

Two things are chiefly here to be conſi- 


dered : 
1. Firſt, 
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te Firft, The Truth of the Propolirion, or what 
Aſſurances we have that God will, indeed, dire 
the Paths of thoſe who in all their IWays acknows 
ledge Him. And, 

2. Secondly, The Force of the Motive, or be- 
cauſe He will vouchlafe to direc; our Paths, that 
therefore, in all our Ways we ſhould acknowledge 
Him. 

1. Firſt, I ſhall inquire into the Truth of che 
Propoſition ; or, what Aflurances we have that 
God will, indeed, Dire& the Paths of thoſe who 
#1 all their IVays acknowledge Him. And, 

1. Firſt, I ſhall confider what this Bleſſing and 
Advantage means, or what we arc to underſtand 
by this Divine DireQion that is promiſed in my 
Text. And, 

2, Secondly, That God will certainly make 
good this Promiſe to us, and Dire& the Paths 
of thoſe who in all their Ways acknowledge Him, 
mo_ to the full 1atent and meaning of it. 

. Firſt, T ſhall contider what this Blefling and 
Mirai means, or what 1s underſtood by this 
Divine Direction that is promiicd 10 my Text, 
or what we ate to expect from God, when He 
ſays, I will diref4 thy Paths. 

We cannot pretend to give : an Account .of. all 
the Bicflings rhat. are contain'd in this amazing 
Condeſccntion, I will diref} thy Paths; but thus 

much, 
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much, however, it ſignifies, at leaſt, that if we 
Acknowledge Him # truth, it we are Reſign'd 
to His Will without Reſerve, we ſlall have vaſt 
advantages, thr His Aſſiſtance, in Forming our 
Defigns, Adapting our Means, and Attaining 
our Ends; we ſhall proceed more Wiſely, more 
Securely, and more Succeſsfully than thofe who 
lean to their own Underſtandings, and are Wile 
in their own Conceits. For, 

1. Firſt, We ſhall be under the DireQion of 
His Law, that Eternal Law of our Creation, which 
He has inſ{crib'd upon our Minds. Our Reaſon 
ſhall be Brighter, and more free from Prejudice ; 
and by this Light, if we had no other,we ſhould 
be able to diſcern, in every caſe, what is proper 
to be done, and how we are to proceed. And 
in this Senſe that of Solomon 1s underſtood, in 
the 11th. Chapter of his Proverbs, at the 3d. 
Verſe, The Integrity of the Upright ſhall guide 
them, but the perwerſeneſs of Tranſgreſſors ſball 
deſtroy them. 

But, Secondly, and in a more c{pecial manner, 
we ſhall be under the DireGtion of His Law 
Revealed. 

This points us plainly to our Duty and our 
Intereſt, and ſhows us, with the Finger, if there 
be no Prejudice upon our Minds, what is fit for 
us to Chuſe, to Do, and to Forbear : It takes 

us 
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us by the Hand, and puts u us into the way chat 

we thould walk i in, and keeps us ſteddy, fate and 
upright, till our Endcavours ſhall be Crown'd 

at laſt with ſach a Succeſs as we our (elves would 

with. He ſhall direc} thy Paths, is the Promile 

of my Text; and this is the Way, walk in it, ſays 

the Prophet Eſay, ſpeaking of the Word of God. **3%*': 
And Thy Word, ſays Holy Dawid, is 4 Lamp unto 

my feet, and a Light unto my paths: ; and theres. Pal. 
fore, I bave ſet thy Law alway before my face, © 
and ſo ſhall I not be moved, and ſo, in another 915-3 
Place, fhall my Way be perſe; without any Rub 

or Flaw, without any notable Error, or fatal dil- 
appointment 3 my Lite ſhall be Eaſy, my Spirir 
Cheartul, and I ſhall be as Happy as I can 
expcct. 

3. But this 1s not all the Dirc@ion that is 
containd in the Promile of my Text. For He 
has not only given us a Law that is perfect in it 
ſelf, which, it we could oblerve, would: make 
us Wiſe unto Salvation, and furniſh us effectually, 
for every good Word and Work; but He will-alſo 
direCt us in a more Intimate and [mmediate man- 
ner, how we ſhall apply this Rule to our proper 
Caſe, and 1n every Strait or Exigence that we 
ſhall happen to be under. 

He will Inlighten our Minds, Encourage our 


Endeavours, Remove Impediments, Chear our 
C Spt- 
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Spirits, and order all things Opportunely by His 
Providence, till He brings us Sate, at laſt, ro our 
Journeys end. 

For a Law, tho' it be never {o Holy, Fuſt and 
Good, yet it is not a ſufficient Direction to fo 
imperfe&t a Reaſon as ours is. For the Way of 


Jer10.23- nan 3s not in himſelf, as the Prophet Feremy ob- 


ſerves, it is not in Man that walketh to dire&+ his 
Steps. We can do but very little more than Ap- 
prove, Defire, and Wiſh, but are caſily enticed, 
and drawn out of the way. 


And therefore, notwithſtanding the Plainneſs 
and Perfeftion of the Law of God, if He did 


Pvil.1. 15: afford us, alſo the *Emyocryia # mlvuel., the ſup- 


ply of the Spirit, the Divine Aſſiſtance in a more 
Immediate manner ; if He did not inje& good 
motions mto our Minds Himſelf, if He did not 
nouriſh and confirm them, it He did not quicken 
our Underſtanding, and blow up the Smoakin 
Flax; if He did not do as much of our Buſineſs 
for us, as is poſſible to be done with Safety to our 
Nature and the Freedom of our Choice, it would 
be impoſſible to keep our Way. 

And this Immediate influence of his Power and 
Wiſdom, over our Proceedings, is that which is 
principally promiſed in the words of my Text, 


And He ſhall Dire& thy Paths. 


2. But 
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2. But this, and a great deal more, that we are 
not able ſo much as to conceive, He will certainly 
Vouchſafe to thoſe, who, in all their Ways ac- 
knowledge Him. ; 

Such a Conſent of Will, ſuch a perfe& Reſig- 
nation, as I have now deſcribed, create ſuch a 
Sympathy between God and us, that we may be 
ſure there ſhall be nothing wanting on His part, 
to complete our Happineſs. Such an intire Sub- 
miſſion of our Will to His, admits us into the 
Endearments of a near Relation, and gives us a 
ſort of Unity with Himſelf, i» whom all Fulneſs 
dwells, and from whom it will low, in an Abun- 
dant manner upon us. 

But there is no need of arguing from the Rea- 
ſon of the thing, ſince the Holy Scriptures, every 
where, abound with Promiſes of the Divine Al- 
ſiſtance, in this particular and immediate manner, 
that we now Aflert, and Infiſt upon. For, 

Would you be Reſolv'd, from an honeſt Prin- 
ciple, what Courſe you are to Steer that ye may 
be happy ? Why, He will teach you the way you vi. 25.14 
ſhall Chuſe. (1-1 

Or, being entred, Are ye afraid leſt ye ſhould 
wander, and turn afide out of che Path again ? 
Why, The Good man's Steps are Ordered by the vs. + 
Lord, and He Delighteth in bis Way. 

Or, Are ye afraid of Afſaults upon the Road, 
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and do you-diſtruſt'your-own Ability co Reſiſt 
them? Why, He will lay no more upon thee than 
\ Cor. 1c, thou art able to bear, but will with the T emptation, 
dy. alſo find a way for {hs to Eſcape. 

Or, -Do you incet with Creſfes and AﬀtiGtions 
as ye go? Why, God will- Hide thee under the 

,adow of his wings. And, He 3s a very preſent 
16.1. Help in trouble, 

Or, Doye ting any Diftcultics, any rugged 
Way, in the Road it ſelf, and are ye afraid of 
Falling * Why, When thou goeſt, thy Steps ſhall 
not be ſtraitned.and when thou .runneſt thou ſhalt not 

Prov.e.12, ſtumble. And again, He will bold up thy Goings in 
17-5-thy Paths, that thy Foot-ſteps ſhall not ſlip. 

Or, Do ye chance to fall indeed ? (it is inci- 
dent to the humane Nature, and God permits it, 
that we may know our ſelves to be bur Men) yet 
it ſha'n't be fatal; For, tho he fall, he ſhall not 

v.37, 24 be utterly caſt down, for the Lord upholdeth him 
with His hand. 

Finally, Are ye faint and weary ? Do ye think 

it Jong till you gain your point, and ſee an 

Ifſne of your Labours? Be not ſollicitous; A!/ 

Kom-8-25 things [pal work together for your Good. Copmit 

"27-5. thy way unto the Lord, Truſt alſo in Him, and He 
will, certainly, bring tt to paſs. 

This is the Promiſe of my Text; This is the 

Covenant that God has made with thoſe who 

Reſign 
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Reſign themſelves intirely tro Him, that He will 
thus Dire& their I as. 

Theſe Promiles, it cannot be denied, are ex- 
ceeding great indeed; but can we hope that they 
ſhall be fu'fill'd ? Is not Man a voluntary Agent ? 
Is it not his Eſſential Property , that He is the 
Maſter of Himſelt, and that all his Deſigns and 
AQtions are the pure reſult of his own Choice ? 
How then can he be acted by another, and yet 
retain the Liberty of his Will ? 

To Reconcile this ſeeming Contradiction, may 
appear a Difficulty at the firſt View of it ; but if 
we carclully conſider it, we ſhall find that both 
theſe Propoſitions are equally True, and very con- 
ſiſtent with each other. For it is no where ſaid, 
that God will act us Irrefiſtibly, or that the In- 
fluences of His Grace ſhall be a Force upon us ; 
He does not drive us againſt our Will, but takes 
us by the hand we give Him, and only leads the 
Du&il Temper, and the Willing Mind. We muſt 
Acknowledge Him, before He will dire& our Ways ; 
for He aſſiſts the Work of none but thoſe who 
work themſelves, or are willing to be wrought 
upon, 

It muſt be allowed that the Communication of 
Spirits, or the Manner how all this is done; how 
God awakens our Underſtanding, how He changes 


cur Mind, how He forms new Opinions in us,new 
Reſolu- 
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Reſolutions, Vigour, and AﬀeCtions, and how He 
aſſiſts our Fndeavours all along, till our Courſe 
is finiſhed, is to us unknown. And, indeed, we 
have no Reaſon to be. concern'd about it ; it is 
enough that we Believe and Adore, but the man- 
ner kow it is perform'd is above our Underſtan- 
ding, and therefore we ought not to Expett it, 
or inquire into 1t. 

But the thing it ſelf, or that they, why in all 
their Ways Acknowledge God, ſhall be thus DireGed 
by Him, is evident to the Senſe of all Good Men, 
aſſerted poſitively in the Holy Scriptures, and is 
no way Repugnart to our Reaſon, and that's ſufft- 
cient. 

For ſince God is Infinite in all PerfeGions ; 
ſince He is ignorant of nothing, Natural or Volun- 
eary, that either 1s, or ſhall, or can be ; ſince the 
Secrets of all Mens Hearts, and the Operations of 
all Cauſes are beforeHis Eyes;it is eaſy to conceive, 
that He may as cffectually influence a Rational 
Agent,as dire& a Subjec natural or merely paſſive, 

Since He knows the preſent Diſpoſitton of 
our Souls, and the Order of all our Defigns and 
Thoughts ; may He not inze& His Motives, clear 
our Reaſonings, prevent Temptations, encourage 
or difſwade our Purpoſes, and order all things 
opportunely by His Providence ? 


The Will of Man is wrought upon no other 
Way, 
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Way, than by the Appearances of things in his 
Underſtanding; and therefore if God has a per- 
fet Knowledge of a!l the Motions of our Minds, 
of all our Doubts, Debates, Intentions and De- 
ſigns, He may, without Diſpute, according to 
our own Conceptions, afford us vaſt Advantages 
in Apprehending rightly, in Judging, Chuling, 
Reſolving, and Acting as we ought to do; and 
this without any Prejudiceat all to the Property 
of our Nature, the Freedom of our Choice. 

Let it be ſo then; yet is it ſuch a mighty 
Bleſſing to be led by another ? Is there any In- 
convenience ſo great, that a Man would not ra- 
ther eadnre than part with his Liberty ? Can 
there be a more perfe& State of Happineſs than 
to be Maſters of our ſelves, to purſue our Incli- 
nations, and do whatſoever pleaſes us ? What 
then, though God will be pleaſed to Dire& my 
Paths, is that enough to perſwade me to give 
up my {elf intirely ro Him, and in all my De- 
ſigns, and Actions to be govern'd by Him ? 
Yea, moſt certainly, it is an abundant Recom- 
pence. 

2. And this was the laſt Particular I prc- 
poſed to Confſtder, namely, wherein the In- 
couragement conſiſts, and where lies the Force 
of the Argument ; or, becauſe He will vouch- 
ſafe to Dire our Paths, that therefore we ſhould 
run 
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run unto Him joyfully, and Reſign our {clves, 
without Reſerve, to His Diſpoſal. | 
Indeed, if we conſider all its Weight and #% 
Strength, we ſhall find that 1t 1s »zore than an 
Encouragement, and mult, of Neceſſity, Deter- 
mine us. For as (oon as we underſtand who 
ic is that promiſes, and to whom the Promiſe 
1s made, there can be no Heſitation or Doubt 
upon our Mind ; the Cafe is clear, and we can 
do no other than yield to the force of the Motive. { 
For is it not our greateſt Good, our trueſt 
Liberty, to be directed by the moſt Perfect Be- 
ing ? Are we not ignorant of a thouſand times 
more than we know? Impatient of Happineſs, 
but doubtful what to chuſe ? Bute and ambiti- 
ous, paſſionate and eager, but not well knowing 
what we would have ? Confident in our Way, 
very wile, as we think, in laying our Deſigns, 
but almoſt always Bafiled, for the moſt part Diſ- 
appointed ? We cannot lee far enough into the 
Effects of Caules to Prevent Impediments, nor are 
we ſtrong enough to. Remove them when they do 
Appear. Where Innumerable Agents have an eye 
to the ſelf-ſame thing, where every one would 
make his Fortune, and All are running upon the 
heels of one another for the Prize,there mult be in- 
terfering, Tumult, Claſhing, and perpetual Con- 

tentions. 
And 
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And will God,amidſt theſe Difficulties,dire& the 
Paths of thoſe, who in all their Ways acknowledge 
Him? Surely we ſhall embrace the offer,lie down at 
His feet, and give up our ſelves intirely to Him. 

1, For ow we ſhall procced by the DireCtion 
of Infinite Wiſdom, and the moſt Perfe& Know- 
ledge. We ſhall be guided now by one who cannot 
miſtake His Way. Inſtead of thoſe Thorns; and 
Briars, Rocks and Precipices, Paſſions, Follies, Mi- 
ſtakes and Troubles that we have lcd our ſclves 
into,we ſhall zow be put into aRoad that is ſtraight 
and Eaſy,that is Broad and ſafe. We ſhall be dire- **. 19. 
ted now to the beſt and Wileſt Ends,and proceed 
Securely in the ready Way that will lead us to 
them. 

For His Underſtanding is Infinite, faysthe Plal- 
miſt, and, By Him all Vays are trodden in Heawen, P.147-5. 
in Earth, and in the Deep. 

He fees the Working of all mens Minds ; All 
things lie before Him naked as they are; and 
therefore His Judgment cannot be impoſed upon 
and His DireCtions muſt be certain and Infallible. 

2. And Now that His Wiſdom has put us into 
the proper Way, His Infinite Goodneſs, Love,and 
Pity,will guide us ſoftly to our Journeys end. 

We ſhan't be hurried by the Inſolence of a Ty- 
rant, but Gently led, with the watchfulneſs of @ v.23. 1. 
Shepherd, and the tenderneſs of a Mother. Et 
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He will ſuit His Direions to our Abiltties,and. 


give us ſuch Commands as will improve our Na- 
ture,and advance our Intereſt. He will conſider 
our frame, and Pardon our DeflcQions, put us 
again and again into the Way,and Reſtore usto 
His Favour upon Repentance. And thus, His 


Arm ſhall ſupport us, and His Rod ſhall Comfort us. 
And therefore His Saints and Servants Bleſs Him, 


ſays the Plalmiſt, they Rejoice under His Gui- 
dance,and are ſatisfied with His Condud of them. 
But His Wiſdom to direct us, and His Good- 
neſs to take care of us, tho' they are indeed very 
great Advantages, yet would hardly determine 
us to Reſign our elves intirely to Him, unleſs 
He hasalſo Power enough to defend us under all 
Aſfaults, and deliver us from all our Enemies ; 
unleſs He can remove Impediments,afloil al Diffi- 
culties, and bring our Ends and Defigns to paſs. 
. But His Power as well as His Wiſdom, and 
Goodneſs, is Infinite and without Controul. 
And this compleats the Qualification of a Guide, 
and even forces our intire Submiſſion to His Will. 
For He does not only ſhow us our Good, but will 
alfo certamly inveſt us in it.. For, His Dominion 
Ruleth over all. There is no End of His Greatneſs ; 
And, He does whatſoever pleaſes Him, in Heaven 
and in Earth. 
And indeed, this Argament is oft'ner urged, in 
the 
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the Holy Scriptures, to our preſent purpole, (as 
being more plain and ſenſible, than any other. ) 


Truſt in the Lord for ever, ſays the Prophet Iſaiah, 25. 4. 


Why ? becauſe in the Lord Tehowab is Everlaſting 
Strength. My Soul, ſays the Plalmiſt, wait thou 


ftill upon God; Why fo? becanſe He only is my 52-36. 


Rock, my Refuge; my Defence, and my Salvation, 

Theſe are the Qualifications of our Guide ; 
Infinite in V Yiſdom to Direc us, Compaſſionate 
-and tender to Aſſiſt us, and of uncontroulable 
Power to accompliſh our Defigns. 

Theſe Eminent Qualities,no where to be found 
but in Himſelf, will both Juſtife and Reward 
our moſt intire Refignation of our {elves to be 
Govern'd by Him. For here we have all the 
Recompence that we can either ask or think of, 
for the Submiflion of our Private Will, which 
would undo us, ta the moſt Perfe& Will of God, 
Who can do no other than Order all things for 
the beſt. 

This then 1s the Bleſſing, and this 1s the En- 
couragement to purſye it. No other Method of 


proceeding can pretend tg the like Security. And 


therefore common ſence, nay, the firſt and moſt 
obvious Principle of Scllgve and Preſervation, 

obliges us to embrace ic. 
1. For aow we ſhall be always Fixed, Reſoly'd 
and Steddy; We ſhall be. free from aoxious 
D 2 doubts, 
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doubts, and croſs Deliberations, and all our 
Thoughts ſhall glide on ſmoothly, in a calm and 
even Current. 

We ſhall not Stagger, like a Drunken man, and 
be at our Wits end, as the Prophet deſcribes the 
Miſery of the Wicked, and Self-will'd. We 
ſhall not wander in the dark, being deſtitute of 
God, and not know where to ſet our foot, as the 
Philoſopher expreſſes it, But we ſhall proceed 
with Confidence, and Certainty; one ſteady 
Principle, or the Will of God, prefides and Rules 
over all our Thoughts, Deſigns and Actions, and 
we ſhall ſeldom be to ſeek, in any caſe, what is 
fit for us to do; 

Or if, thrd- our own unwarineſs, we chance 
to doubt, we ſhall never fail of the Divine Afſi- 
ſtance; for, Thou meeteft Hin, (thou art always 
preſent to His help) who conſiders Thee in Thine 
own Way. 

2. Now ſhall we be Sedate and Quiet, without 
Anxiety or Fear. 

The Wicked travel in Pain, ſays Holy Fob. 
They are not Equal to the buſineſs they propoſe; 
They put to Sea without a PiJot, and are liable 
to continual Storms and Wrecks. The World 
is their All, and Experience ſhows them that they 


" can't Command it. Their Afﬀairs are Subje@ to 


innumerable Contingencies, and: therefore they 
are 
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are always in Apprehenſion of unexpected Ac- 
cidents: And, which is worſe, they have no 
other Stay to depend upon, no Refuge to be- 
take them toe. It they loſe their preſent Aims, 
which is impoſſible for chem to ſecure, they are 
utterly undone. And who can live under the 
Burden of ſuch a laviſh Fear ? 

But they who are Reſign'd to the Will of 
God, are free from gnawing Care, and anxious 
Solicitude. They have put their Afﬀairs into the 
Hands of the Wiſeſt, and moſt Faithful Friend, 
who knows what is beſt, and can do what He 
will ; no- Impediment can Stop Him, no Acci- 
dent can Croſs Him, and therefore we are ſure 
that that which comes to pals is, upon the Mat- 
ter, fitteſt for us; and no Man can be afraid 
who | is thus ſecured. Tun eraf&niyJa. med; 4 
Oy, &c. Dare then to lift up your Eyes to God, fays 
the Philoſopher, and ſay, Guide me by thy Coun. 
ſels whitherſoewer thox wilt ; I am of the ſame Opi- arrian in 
nion with thy ſelf, I will do and ſuffer whatſoever - 
pleaſes Thee; and this ſhall give Thee Steddineſs 
and Inmobility. When thou lieft down, ſays Solomon, 
thou ſhalt not be afraid, yea thou ſhalt lie down, and'y,, , .. 
thy Sleep ſhall be ſweet, for the Lord is thy Confidence. **- 

3- Now ſhall our Lives be cafie, and we ſhall 
enjoy the moſt perfe& Peace and Pleafure that 
we are capable of on Earth. 
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Briars, Thorns, and Difficulties on every fide, 
are in the way of the Wicked; Their Spirits are 
hurried by continual Cares and crols Events; their 
Minds are troubled with corroding, ſharp Refle- 
Rions upon themſelves, with inward Upbraidings 
of their Raſhneſs, Follies and Miſtakes. 

But he who has ſubmitted his Aﬀairs to the 
wiſeſt Judgment, and put them under the condu&t 
of abſolute Power,and the moſt perfe& Goodneſs, 
has nothing lefr to trouble himſelf about. 

He is ſatisfied in his Guide, and waits the E- 
vent with an humble, dutifu! Indifterence. 

He proceeds upon. ſuch certain grounds, and 
ſuch a ſufficient warrant, as will bear him out a- 
gainſt himſelf; and there will be no room in his 
Breaſt for anxious RefleCtion, or Repentance. He 
as according to the Law of his Creation ; he is 
always in his proper Place, and doing his proper 
Work, which giyes him a Share in that Delight 
and Harmony that ariſes from ſuch an Obedience 
eo our Principle, ſuch an intire Conſent of Will 
with God. All perfe& Beings,lays the Philoſopher, 
incline to their Author, and to embrace Him ts agree- 
able, natural, and eaſie to 15. 

4 Finally, they who are refign'd to God,ſhall, 
for the moſt part, be ſuccesful in their Underta- 
kings ; they have far more Reaſon to expect it in 
this, than in any other way whatever. 

The 


before the KING. 29 

The Wicked are {o Eager in their Pur ſuits,that 
their Reaſon is clouded, and they run before 
their Judgment. They aim at things which are 
out of their Reach, and purſue them with equal 
Ignorance, and Zeal. And thu:, His own Coun vi. 5.16. 
ſels, ſays the Plalmiſt, make bim fa! 

But they who in all their ways Acknowledge 
Him, * ſhall, moſt commonly, atrain their Hopes. 
They propole ſuch Ends as are within their com- 
pals, and their Applications will be Regular and 
EftcQual. Their Minds are Clear and Eaſy,which 
will give a Juſt and Proper Life, and Spirit, to 
all their Motions. | 

Beſides the Supernatural afliftances of God,who 
is concern'd for their intereſt in a more immediate 
manner 3 who has promiſed to take care of the 
very hairs of their head, and will certainly bring $:Mar.1c, 
their Deſigns to paſs, if it be for their Good. 

Upon the Matter then, to Acknowledge God in 
all our Ways, is not fo properly a Duty, as a Pri- 
vilege. For what can we deſire or wiſh, that 
we may not obtain, if we take this Method of 
proceeding ? Are we full of DefeRs and Wants, 
in this Imperfe@ State? they will all be ſupplied 
by the Wiſdomand Power of God. 1s our Judg- 
ment uneertain, and our Reaſon falleble 7 Are we 
long before we underſtand, and do we preſently 


decay ? Let us but reſign our ſelves to God, and 
He'll 
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He'll make up whatſoever is wanting to us. 

Oh ſtupid ſenſeleſs Man, that art fo hardly 
perſwaded to be happy ! Are not ſteddineſs of 
Mind, and Content in our Station , inward Sa- 
tisfaCtion, and a ſure and certain Refuge in di- 
ſtreſs, rather to be choſen, than to be vexed from 
within and from. without ? to be Narraſs'd by 
continual anxiety, and worn away by the effe&s 
of our fooliſhnels, and the over-ruling Power of 
God? 

Look no more abroad for the Spring and Foun- 
tain of your Miſery ; Cry out no more upon the 
Malice of the Wicked, or that Fortune is un- 
kind, and Friends forlake you; but turn your 
Eyes within, and know that all your Misfortune 
is from your ſelves. We cannot be perfect upon 
Earth, but we may be Eaſy, if we pleaſe. 

Let every one of us then, look to our own par- 
ticular Ways, and in all our Defigns and Aftions 
have reſpe& to the Will of God; ſo ſhall we 
have Wiſdom from above ; fo ſhall we have a cer- 
tain Knowledge of our Intereſt, and ſhall manage 
our Aﬀairs with that Sobriety, that Faith, that 
Truſt and Hope in God, as will Ifſue in Succeſs 
and Happineſs on Earth, and Eternal Bleſſedneſs 
in the World to come. To which,may God, &c. 
Amen. 


FINIS. 


